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CITY OF LONDON, 


(To Wit :) 


MARY FARRER, the Wife of Henry Farrer, 
. of the Imer. Tenple, maketh Oath, that the Contents | 
1 of the Narrative, to which a printed Copy of this 
Afidavit is annexed, is, in every Reſpe&, to the beſt 
of this Deponent's Knowledge, Recollection, and Be- 


lief, ftrictly true in every Part. 
e J 11 MARY EARRER. 
Sworn before me this 17th 
Day of May, 1788, 
Joun BuRNELL, Mayor. 
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THE 


_ Counteſs Dowager of Strathmore, 


. I CANNOT adopt the common place 
flattery of dedications in addreſſing a work 
to you, the contents of which, would make 
the moſt ſervile adulation filent, inſtead of 
pleaſing your vanity—This detail of my 
miſeries will wring your heart, if it be 
made of penetrable ſtuff; and if there be 
but one nerve of ſenſibility in it, will 
awaken that nerve to anguiſh. 


Yet, \ 


EW) 
Yet, believe me, Madam, nothing but a 
ſenſe of that duty, which I owe myſelf— 
and the vindication of that character, which 
is the firſt object of my life, could have 
urged me to give theſe ſheets to the world. 
Under any of the common. influences of the 
human paſſions, I ſhould have diſdained to 
publiſh a narrative, which muſt give a fatal 
ſtab to your reputation—or, rather add ano- 
ther wound to the many already given it by 
yourſelf in the courſe of your notorious life. 


The very conſpicuous figure which your 
- Ladyſhip makes in the following pages juſtly 
entitles you to this mark of diftinction—You 
- ought to know the truth of what I have 
_ related, and will, I doubt not, permit the 
fidelity of my narrative to compenſate for 
the faintneſs of my colouring, and error of 


my pen. 


I remain a depreſſed and miſerable being, 
ſtruggling with calamities of which you are 
4 I the 
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the principal cauſe and origin but I ſhall 
add no more,—and leave the reader to beſtow 
his pity, and deal forth his execration on 
the objects who reſpectively deferve the one 
or the other. 


M. FARRER. 
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FTER a long and ſevere ſtruggle be- 
tween pride and delicacy—after long 
ſubmitting to a ſeries of inſults the moſt 
mortifying, to a female heart—ſenſibility 
and honor urge me to a vindication of my 
character, force me to a publication of my 
wrongs. 


The cauſe of an oppreſſed wife will not be 


conſidered with apathy,—will not be rejected 
with ſcorn, It is the cauſe of humanity, 
B and 
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and muſt create pity, though it may not 
procure relief: 1 appeal from the fallacious 
aſperſions of an ungrateful huſband who, 
to palliate his own vice, has meanly and 
baſely attempted to ſtain my virtue. I ap- 
peal againſt an abandoned woman, who has 
ſeduced that Huſband from the converſa- 
tion of a chaſte and honeſt love, to the 
meretricious impurities of a libidinous and 
adulterous paſſion.—I appeal from ſubtle 
fraud to candid truth.— I appeal from the 
malign ſentence of private calumny, to the 


rectiſied judgment of public juſtice. 


- Mr. Farrer has audaciouſly attempted to 
impofe himſelf on the world as a ſingle 
man—but, alas! my marriage with him 
was the foundation of thoſe miferies I am 
forced to relate. The clearing of my re- 
putation will not depend on bare aſſertion, 
every fact will be ſupported by the indiſ- 
putable evidence of truth, 


7 


My 
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My marriage with Mr. Farrer took place 
on the 20th of July, 1781,“ and I can 
aver, with ſincerity, that never did woman 
beſtow upon man a more diſintereſted 
heart: of fortune Mr. Farrer was deſtitute ; 
his family had always been dependent ;— 
his father died a bankrupt; his whole de- 
pendence was on the expectation of an ap- 
pointment to an Eaſt India packet, in the 
ſoliciting for which he experienced many 
diſappointments, and from the poverty of 
his circumſtances at the time of his marriage, 
was obliged to reſide at my mother's, who 
lived at Nonſuch-park, in Surrey, fifteen 
miles from London. 


* No. 420, 1781. 
St. Botolph, Biſliopſgate, London. 
This is to Certifie, that HENRY FARRER, batchelor, of this 
Pariſh, and Max GoLpsmiTH, of Ewell, in the County of 
Surrey, ſpinſter, was married in this church, by licence, and 


by the Rev. Mr. Thomas Shrigley, July the twentieth, one 


thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, by me 
Tuomas SHRIGLEY, Curates 
HENRY FARRER. 
Mary GoLDSMITH. 
This marriage was ſolemnized 
between us in the preſence of 
SAMUEL THATCHER, 
Joan Evans, j 
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Buſineſs neceſſarily callin g for Mr. Far- 


rer's frequent attendance in town, this re- 
ſidence, as winter approached, became ex- 


tremely inconvenient ; I therefore propoſed, 
and he conſented, that I ſhould remove to 


town; and accordingly, I left my mother's 
houſe, and all its comforts, to dwell with 


him in an obſcure lodging, in Newgate- 


ſtreet, at the rent of ſix ſhillings per week, 


We were not long in this humble ſitua- 
tion, when I diſcovered that my huſband's 
finances could not ſupply even the neceflary 
wants, of a family, much leſs the conveni« 


ences of life: but I neither injured his feelings 


with my apprehenſions, nor inſulted his pride 


by complaints. To renderhim happy was the 


object of every thought, and as a principal 


means I determined on adopting a plan, not 


only of rigid ceconomy, but of ſedulous 


induſtry . 


To facilitate theſe purpoſes I ſent for 


one of my ſiſters; I could confide in her 
affection, 


. 

affection, and found in her a chearful aſſiſt- 
ant and companion. At this time too, Mr. 
Farrer was attentive and fond His anxiety 
on my account was apparently diſtreſſing to 
him; to alleviate his diſtreſs was my conſtant 
ſtudy, and often have I privately wept in bit- 
terneſs of ſorrow, from the reflection that I 
could not relieve his wants without hum- 
bling his conſequence. Neceſſity, however, 
prefled hard; and after conſulting a few 
friends, 1 reſolved on working as a milliner 
and mantua-maker ; but my ſituation being 
diſttant from the few acquaintances I had in 
London, -my endeayours proved fruitleſs, 


This diſappointment, however, did not 
produce deſpondency, but rather ſtimulated 
my zeal to ſerve a huſband whom I loved; 
I had cards printed, and diſtributed among 
the neighbouring ſhops, offering my ſervices 
in cleaning filk ſtockings, and clear- ſtarch- 
ing muſlin and gauze, 
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This buſineſs, mean and humiliating as 
it was, ſucceeded at firſt tolerably well; 
but a violent cold, caught by waſhing Mr, 
Farrer's linen, in a damp place, rendered me 
incapable of purſuing it for ſeveral weeks, 
and terminated in a rheumatiſm, which ſet- 
tled in my left fide, where it continued, al- 
moſt without intermiſſion, for upwards of 
two years. 


Notwithſtanding this weakly and painful 
| Nate of mind and body, 1 determined on 
getting into employment at the weſt end of 
the town; and as money was eſſential, I diſ- 


poſed of a few valuable trinkets, and a filver 


tea pot, and having procured lodgings in 
Old Bond- ſtreet, Piccadilly, by indefatiga- 
ble perſeverance, J obtained the cuſtom of 
three or four reſpectable families. 


In this ſituation, I continued, till change 


of ſeaſon called my principal employers into 


the country, and left me nothing to depend 
| on, 


67 


on, except the profit of chanee-· euſtom, 
which being very trifling, obliged me to 
leflen my expences, particularly in the ar- 
ticle of lodgings, and accordingly I became 
tenant to a ſingle room in Stafford- ſtreet, at 
three ſhillings and ſix-pence per week. 


, Bufineſs, however, daily decreaſing, and 
my health becoming continually worſe, my 
ſituation was truly pitiable.---My phyſician 
having aſſured me that the Bath waters were 
eſſential to my recovery, I wrote immedi- 
ately to Mr. Farrer, who was then, and had 
been for ſome time in Sunderland, a candid 
account of my fituation, and the neceſſity 
there was of my following the medical ad- 
vice I had received; in anſwer he prefled 
me to wait his return, and in ten days after 
arrived in town, 


His preſence, however, encreaſed my 


wretchedneſs; for whatever his inclination 


might have been at that time, he had not 
B 4 ability 


=. 
ability to render me the moſt trifling aſſiſt· 
ance; yet, if I may judge from his declara- 
tions and conduct, his heart laboured with 
bitter pangs, and he felt more from his po- 
verty on my account, than on his own, 


Thus ſituated, there was but one reſource 
from which relief could be hoped, and it 


was adopted. I applied to a friend, who 


lent me a ſum ſufficient to carry myſelf and 
my ſiſter to Bath. | 


At Bath I met with ſeveral perſons whom 


| Thad previouſly known, and having by their 
means procured ſome work, I continued 


drinking the waters for three months ; and 
though I received conſiderable benefit from 
them, yet I returned to town in December, 
on hearing that Mr. Farrer was appointed: 


to the command of the True Briton Eaſt- 


Indiaman. In February he received his 


ſailing orders, and having ſent for me from 


Por timouth, 


I 

I 
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Portſmouth, I remained with him there till 
within a week of his leaving England. 


To elucidate the events I am now about 
to relate, it is neceſſary I ſhould mention 
that my marriage with Mr. Farrer had al- 
ways heen concealed from the knowledge of 
his family; and that it was his particular 
requeſt that, during his abſence, I ſhould 
never divulge it, To his ungenerous re- 
queſt I acceded; and this circumſtance will 
account for ſeveral events which occurred 
during his abſence. | 


Mr. Farrer, at his departure, preſented 
me with thirty pounds, and affured 
me he had given orders to a relation of 
my own, at Deptford, to take up at the 
India-Houſe, for my uſe, ten pounds every 
fix months; and with this ard my induſtry, 
he made no doubt, but I ſhould be able to 
ſupport myſelf till his return. It is true 
that, on this occaſion, he expreſſed, with 

ſtrong 


1638 
ſtrong emotions, his wiſh to double the 
money left me, and his hope, that if at 
any time I ſhould be in want, Mr. Norman, 
who was my own relation, would advance 


me a ſmall ſum. 


The moment of our parting now arrived, 
— the ſcene may be more eaſily conceived 


than deſcribed — the conflict was ſevere on 


both fides — for my part, I can fincere- 
ly declare, I ſuffered under the moſt 
poignant grief— he et equally diſ- 
treſſed. 


When the rage of ſorrow abated, calm 
melancholy ſucceeded, and my mind an- 
ticipated innumerable difficulties, which 
aroſe and tormented my imagination, and 


which time proved to have been En of 


Future ſufferings. 


= 


- 


Mr. Farrer had not been fix months abſent, 
when 1 was afflicted with a violent pleuriſy 


I in 


. ) 
in my ſide, which confined me to my bed. 
I applied to my relation, who had promiſed 
Mr. Farrer to procure me money, but he 
peremptorily refuſed me aſſiſtance. I, how- 
ever, repeated my ſolicitations, and pleaded 
for relief in faithful repreſentation of the diſ- 
treſs I had experienced and ſuffered under ; 
but though my requeſt was only for a few 
guineas, to be returned when the reſtoration 
of my health would enable me to attend to 
buſineſs, it was cruelly rejected. On my re- 
covery I waited on him at Deptford, to de- 


mand the cauſe of his refuſal, when, to my 


inexpreſſible aſtoniſhment and diſappoint- 
ment, he anſwered, that the authority Mr. Far- 
rer had left him to recerve money at the India- 
Houſe was inſufficient, and he did not chuſe to 
advance any on his own account where the 
riſk of never being reimburſed was ſo great. 
There was a means, however, by which, 
he told me, I might be relieved: His family 
wanted a ſuperintendant, and I was wel- 
come to reſide at his houſe; but that I might 

not 
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not miſtake the return he expected for his 
generoſity, he rudely proceeded to attempt 
taking thoſe liberties, which every woman 
of virtue conſiders the groſſeſt inſults, and 
repels with ſcorn and indignation, 


J returned to town melancholy and de- 


jected, friendleſs, and in want From my 


cuſtomers I could procure no money, and 
my creditors became clamorous, To avoid 
their perſecution I left my lodgings ; and 
reſolving to ſeek an aſylum in the country, 
parted with the little remaining plate I 


poſſeſſed, and all the cloaths I could poſlibly 


ſpare, which made up a ſum ſufficient ta 
bear my travelling expences and to ſubſiſt 
on, till I could get into employment, 


As ſeveral of my cuſtomers had gone to 
Southampton, I fixed on that town for the 
place of my retreat. There I remained 
for two months, earning a tolerable living, 


and returned to town with an encreaſe of 
| g cheer- 


181 
cheerfulneſs; which was, however, imme 
diately on my arrival, imbittered by a ſevere 
mis fortune. 


Previous to my journey to Southampton, 
I had employed an attorney to collect the 
amount of my bills. In this man J had con- 
fidence; but on applying for the money he 
received, I found, to my confuſion, diſap- 
pointment, and loſs, that he was a nefa- 
rious wretch, from whom I ſhould never 
obtain a ſhilling. 


Mr. Farrer having promiſed to write the 
firſt opportunity, and to dire& to Mr. Nor- 
man, I went again to Deptford, in hope of 
receiving a letter, and found one which had 
been laying there for ſome time. In this 
letter Mr. Farrer informed me, he had writ- 
ten Mr. Norman, requeſting him to ad- 


vance me twenty-five pounds every fix 
months, till his return, The date of this 
letter 


(14) 
letter was the 2oth of October, 1784, but I 
did not receive it till after Chriſtmaſs, 1785, 


Mr. Norman, on my requeſting of him to 
comply with my huſband's defire, refuſed 
to advance twenty-five pounds without 
fecurity, but let me have ten pounds on 
giving him a receipt. 


In three months after, Mr. Norman re- 
ceived another letter, dated from Bombay, 
encloſing a draft on a gentleman in London; 
but this circumſtance did not come to my 
knowledge till within two months of my 
arrival ; for the unfeeling wretch, to whom 
the draft was remitted, though conſciousof 
my diftreſs, never preſented it till advice 
was received that the True Briton was in 
the Channel—Then, indeed, he advanced 
me twenty pounds, adviſing me to retire 
into the country ; and accordingly I went 


to my brother, who reſided at Ramſgate, 
and 


1 
and remained with him till the ſhip c: came 
into the Downs: 


The ſhip arrived 29th of October, and the 
next day I ſet off with my brother for Deal, 
where I met my huſband, whorreceived me 
with the moſt cordial affection: and by his 


directions I went the enſuing morning for 
London to procure proper lodgings for his 
reception, where, in about a week he ar- 
rived—the ſhip taking that time to get 
round. 


In a few days after Mr. Farrer came to 
town, he related to me ſeveral circumſtances 
reſpecting a Mrs. Parks, whom, about ſeven 


years before, he had taken out to India, 


and who had been ſeduced from him by 
Captain Parks; a conduct which, even ſoon 
after our marriage, he had often reprobated 


as unmanly treatment, and had repeatedly 
declared he would reſent. 


At 
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At this time ſhe had returned to England 
with Captain Parks; but though ſhe had 
ſix children by him, he had deſerted her, 
as Mr. Farrer told me, to the calamities of 
poverty and ſhame. On hearing of Captain 
Farrer's arrival, ſhe flew to him for relief 


and protection; of which he made no ſecret 


to me, but, pn the contrary, painted the 
miſeries of her ' ſituation in ſuch colours, 
that I could not but ſympathize in her diſ- 
treſs, and even folicited him to interfere, 
and endeavour, if poſſible, to obtain for her 
a ſettlement from the father of her children. 


Mr. Farrer ſcemiugly approved my con- 
duct, and declared h&would force Parks to 
act with generoſity, or call him to an ac- 


count; and he. certainly intereſted himſelf 
ſo effectually in the lady's favour, as to ob- 


tain her an independence. This negocia- 
tion took up a confiderable time, but whe- 
ther Mrs. Parks was ſupported by Mr. Far- 
rer during the courſe of it, I cannot tell, 


though 
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though I have ſtrong reaſons to ſuppoſe he 
paſſed the greateſt part of his time in her 
company, or that of ſome other woman; 
as in the firſt ſix months after his arrival in 
England he never dined at home but once, 
and ſeldom lay there above once or twice in 
a week; and beſides our lodgings, which 
were at Kenſington, he had chambers in 
the Temple, where I was never permitted 
to intrude without his invitation or giving 
previous notice : yet theſe circumſtances ne- 
ver.gave me any alarm or raiſed. ſuſpicions 
of jealouſy. 


Having buſineſs, however, in town, one 
afternoon, I called at the chambers, and 
was admitted by the laundreſs, who ſhew- 
ed me into an outward room, ſaying the 
Captain had company with him in the 
drawing - room; but upon opening the 
door, I ſaw a cloak, which convinced me 
that my huſband's companion was a woman: 


I now felt the firſt pangs of jealouſy, but 
reſolved to ſuppreſs every evidence of my 


Cc feelings. 
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feelings. Mr. Farrer came out, and requeſt- 
ed I would go away till his, company de- 
parted. I acquieſced, and returned at eight 
o'clock, when I found he had left chambers. 
This was a mortifying circumſtance—a cir- 
cumſtance which accounted for his neglect; 
but I determined upon attempting to regain 
his affections by the influence of mildneſs, 
and reſolving not to upbraid him, returned 
home with an aching heart. | 


To accommodate my ſituation to the in- 
digence of his circumſtances, I conſidered 
my duty ; and immediately engaged for 
board and lodging, with my ſiſter, for the 
ſame money I had before paid for lodgings 


only; I alſo retrenched every other ſuper- 


fluous expence, and took upon me the la- 
bour of getting up all his linen, which I 
uſed to convey backwards and forwards from 
the Temple to St. John's Street. This cir- 
cumſtance will ſurely ſatisfy the world 
that I was not an expenſive wife, and the 
whole of my conduct will, I hope, prove 
that I was an obedient and affectionate one; 


3 Swhat 
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what character Mr. Farrer deſerves as a 


huſband, the anecdotes I am now going to 
relate will ſhew. 


Soon afttr 1 had taken up my abode with 
my ſiſter, her family increaſing, I was 
obliged to ſleep at chambers, which I per- 


"ceived made Mr. Farrer extremely uneaſy, 


fretful and capricious. Indeed, from this 
inſtant I may date my future miſery, for 
now I was convinced my converſation was 
difagreeable, and my perſon an impediment 
to the private purſuits of my huſband. He 
defired I ſhould quit my ſiſter's and procure 
a cheap lodging, which I accordingly did, 
by hiring one at five ſhillings a week, on a 
ſecond floor in Fetter Lane. 


One morning as I was looking over Mr. 
Farrer's linen, I found a note in his waiſt- 
coat pocket directed to Mrs. Parks, and 
written as follows: Capt. Farrer would 
* be glad to ſee Mrs. Parks this afternoon, 


if convenient, to eat a bit of dinner at 


C 2 four 
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four o clock to- day. Wedneſday morn- 
5 ing. On the back of this note was a me- 
morandum, which ſhewed it had been deli- 
vered and returned again to the poſſeſſion of 
Capt. Farrer, and alſo gave me teaſon to ſuſ- 
pet that he ſupplied her with money—itwas 
a-memorandum of. a debt which ſhe owed, 


I concealed this diſcovery till opportuni- 
ty ſhould: enable me to make a proper uſe 
of it, and in a few days I was indulged. 
Mr. Farrer told me he was going out of 
town for a ſhort time, and requeſted I ſhould 
not call at chambers in his abſence ; but ſuſ- 
pecting Mrs. Parks was his companion on 
his excurſion, I went that evening to the 
houſe where ſhe lodged, to which the note 
I had found gave me the direction. 


The people of the houſe were as polite 
and communicative as T-could have wiſhed, 
They told me Mrs. Parks had deceived 
them, that ſhe came to lodge at their houſe 
in the character of a widow, and that Capt. 
| 1 Parks 
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Parks viſited her as a relation; but that 


Capt. Farrer, to whom ſhe had written on 


his arrival from India, they had reaſon to 
believe, had become her keeper, for though 
he had never ſlept in the houſe all night, 
he frequently went into the country with 
her, accompanied her to Vauxhall and other 
public places, and often kept her out till 
two, three, and four o' clock in the morn- 
ing. They alſo aſſured me, that he made 
her conſiderable preſents, frequently ſent her 
in wine, and paid her every poſſible attenti- 
on; at which they expreſſed their ſurprize, 
as her manners ſhowed her to be both ig- 
norant of politeneſs, and groſsly iliterate; 
and that her ſervant had a ſhort time before, 
in the preſence of Capt. Farrer, upbraided her 
for encouraging the viſits of a married man. 


This information affected me excceding- 
ly, but collecting my ſpirits I went up 
ſtairs, where I underſtood he was; intend- 
ing, however, to ſtifle every ember of re- 
{entment, and only requeſt of him to return 

uy C 3 home. 
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home.—But notwithſtanding my aſſured re- 
ſolution, when, on opening the door, I 
found him fitting with Mrs. Parks, my ſpi- 
rits failed me, and I had nearly fainted. 
He appeared confounded, and ſeveral mi- 
nutes elapſed in filence, till on my ſitting 
down he recovered from his confuſion, and 


aſſured me if I would go home, he would 


follow me in a few minutes: I obeyed, and 
he was punctual, for he returned almoſt 
immediately, and declared in the moſt ſo- 


lemn manner, that though appearances 


were againſt him, his viſits to Mrs. Parks 
were dictated ſolely by friendſhip : a decla- 


ration, which, though it flattered my mind, 


by no means leſſened my doubts—or ſoften- 
ed the poignancy of my feelings. But, ſe- 
vere as theſe feelings were, they were ſtill to 


be encreaſed by inſults the moſt cruel that 


can wound the ſenſibility of a female boſom, 
I had now to experience, that Mrs, Parks 
was not the only perſon to whom my huſ- 
band ſacrificed the attention he owed to me, 


but 
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but that he carried on an intrigue of a ſtill 


more nefarious and degrading nature that 
he was connected with a married woman, 
and for purpoſes the moſt wicked. 


The perſonage I allude to is no leſs than 
the Right Honourable the Counteſs of Strath- 
more, who, at this Time, I diſcovered had 
written ſeveral epiſtles and bllet-deux to my 
huſband, too long for me to tranſcribe, but 


the tenderneſs, of which a flight ſketch of 


contents will ſufficiently evince. 


Theſe letters conſiſted of tender upbraid- 
ings for abſence and neglect gentle inſinu- 
ations that her paramour's time was better 


employed than in a repetition of thoſe plea- 


ſures ſhe had-contributed to entertain him 
with—and warm ſolicitations to viſit at her 
houſe, or other places of aſſignation. In 
ſhort, they not only breathed the ardent 
ſtile of an amorous ſpirit, but ſtrongly in- 
dicated a rapturous retroſpect of paſt favors, 


Scon after this event, Mr. Farrer went 


to Margate, with his brother, an Attorney, 
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and during a fortnight's abſence I never had 
a line from him. On the day of his return 
he called on me, in Fetter-lane ; it was nine 
in the evening, he complained of being ve- 
ry much fatigued, and ſaid he would go to 
bed at chambers. I would have perſuaded 
him to remain with me, or permit me to 
accompany him, and procure him ſupper ; 
but he rejected the profered ſervice of my 
affection, and next day, when he called, 
told me he was engaged to go out of 
town with Lady Strathmore and one Mrs, 
Morgan, on the enſuing morning, and'was 
to dine at her Ladyſhip's houſe in Bloomſ- 
bury ſquare, to ſettle the time of their de- 
parture. He alſo inſiſted I ſhould not think 
of lying in chambers that night, as he did 
not intend being home till late, and ſhould 
go out very early i in the morning. 


Though, at that time, I was not ac- 
quainted with the conduct of Lady Strath- 
more, yet, her thus making aſſignations 


with my 3 raiſed ſuſpicions in my 
mind; 


„ 


mind not very favourable to her reputation; 


retroſpective ideas corroborated thoſe ſuſpi- 
cions, and convinced me I had not been 
neglected and deſerted for one woman; I 
recollected that Lady Strathmore had often 
been the ſubje& of Mr. Farrer's converſati- 
on; he had often repreſented her as an ami- 
able virtuous woman, who had been cruel- 
ly and unjuſtly uſed; and when I com- 


plained of his ill treatment to me, it was 


his frequent cuſtom to abuſe me with ap- 
probious language, draw invidious compari- 
ſons between me and her Ladyſhip, of whom 
he ſpoke with tenderneſs and warmth ; nay 
he would often damn me, and with the 
fouleſt terms of execration, with I had been 
married to Captain Stoney, that T might 
know the difference between the good treat- 
ment I received from him, and the cruel 
uſage, the poor dear woman, meaning La- 


dy Strathmore, had experienced from Cap- 


tain Stoney, whom ſhe had married ; but, 
from whom, he ſoon hoped to ſee her di- 


vorced, ' 
The 


as ) 


The intereſt which my huſband took in 


Lady Strathmore's affairs, made at firſt no 


impreſſion on me, as he told me he had been 


long acquainted with her family, and had 


known her when a child, which I find now 
was a falſhood; I therefore, imputed to 
friendſhip and pity, what, I have ſince diſco- 
vered, reſulted from an illicit commerce; 
and on his part, I believe, a mercenary con- 
with an ambitious proſpect. 


On Mr. Farrer's return from Tunbridge- 
wells, where he had-gallantly eſcorted La- 
dy Strathmore, as her Ciceſbeo, his averſion 
to me was evidently increaſed, and he took 
ſome pains to convince me that my preſence 
was diſguſting. At this, I cannot be ſur- 
__ pnized—the Captain had now two ladies to 
attend, and one of them a Counteſs—in ſuch 
a ſituation he could not but conſider that 
houſe-hold plague a wife, an impediment 
to his pleaſures, and a drawback on his in- 
tereſt, To remove her was a defirable and 


prudent obje&, and I have no doubt but he 
had 
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had determined on meaſures for that purpoſe 


before his return from Tunbridge with La- 
dy Strathmore, 


Whether this reſolution was the reſult of 
2 conference with her Ladyſhip, and her 
Ladyſhip's ſervant, Mrs Morgan, I cannot 
take upon me to determine, but I have ſtrong 
grounds for ſuppoſing they were conſult- 


ed on the occaſion, as Mr. Farrer on his 


way from Tunbridge to town, had viewed a 
ſmall houſe, jn which he propoſed I ſhould 
reſide, from an apprehenſion, as he ſaid, that 
h1s brother ſhould diſcover our marriage. 


I faid little on the ſubje& at that time, 


my mind wavered between refuſing and ac- 


quieſcing, but a circumſtance which ſoon 
after occurred, determined me to accede to 
the propoſal. Though convinced, by Mrs. 
Park's landlady, that my huſband continu- 
ed his illicit connection with that ſtrumpet 


though I had ſtrong reaſon to believe that 
he 
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he carried on an amour with Lady Strath- 
more, who, from reſpect to nobility, I will 

not diſgrace with that epithet, yet theſe cir- 
cumſtances, aggravated by the perſonal ill- 
uſage I had experienced from him had not 
entirely alienated my affection. Time and 
ſatiety, I truſted would reclaim him from 
vice, and I reſolved to wait the hour of 
his repentance with - reſignation and pati- 
ence. But an event now occurred ſuffi- 
cient to kindle the warmeſt reſentment, 
to inſure even implacable hatred, and to 
create ineffable contempt. 


I had three unmarried ſiſters, with each 
of whom Mr. Farrer had, at ſeveral times, 
preſumed to take very unwarrantable liber- 
ties: returning one evening he met one of 
them in the ſtreet, who told him ſhe was go- 
ing to take tea with me in Fetter- lane. He 
informed her I was at chambers, that he was 
going there to meet me, and would accompa- 


ny her. On their entering the chambers, Mr. 


Farrer locked the door, and, in a reſolute 
2 tone 
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tone of voice, declared, it would be of no 
effect for her to oppoſe his defires, he was 
determined——ſhe was in his power, and 
had better ſubmit quietly ; my ſiſter re- 
ſenting his conduct with ſpirit, my huſ- 
band immediately proceeded to violence, 
and from ſix till nine o'clock, continued, by 
the moſt ſavage attempts and brutal force, 
to perpetrate his purpoſe; happily, how- 
ever, ſhe defended her chaſtity from violati- 
on, when he being fatigued with the conteſt, 
gave it up, and leaving her in the chambers 
came to me. His agitation was not to be 
concealed he told me with a quivering 
voice, that my ſiſter was at chambers, and 
would ſpeak with me; I, without enquiring 
into the cauſe, yet trembling with appre- 
henſion of ſome evil, attended him. 


What a ſpectacle of diſtreſs did I behold ! 
The poor girl was drowned in tears, her 
cloaths were nearly torn into ſhreds, and her 
back and arms were covered with bruiſes—. 

Len- 


180 
J enquired into the cauſe of her diſtreſs— 
grief deprived her of utterance— but he ex- 
claimed Damn you! are you jealous of 
“ your own ſiſter,becauſe I have been romp- 
ing with her?” As this was not the firſt 
attempt he made upon the chaſtity of my 
fiſter, 1 could not but blame her credulity, 
though I knew it was the conſequence of in- 
nocence; and as it is my duty in this ap- 
peal to ſhew Mr. Farrer, and thoſe proſti- 
tuted women, (for whom he has abandoned 
me, ) in their proper colours, I muſt obtrude 
upon thoſe who indulge me with a hearing, 
another anecdote of a ſimilar kind, which 
ſhould have been ſtated before. 


The ſame ſiſter having ſupped with. us 
one night at chambers, by his defire re- 
mained all night, and flept with me in an 
inward room, he ſleeping in an outward 
one. At five in the morning, he came ſoft- 
ly to the door, which from precaution I had 
locked, and on my ſpeaking he retired, Some 
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time after, on my opening the door, he 
forced in and ruſhing forward, immediately 
leaped into bed, where my ſiſter lay. The 
poor girl terrified at his brutality, got be- 
hind the curtain, when like a diſappointed 
ſavage, he not only raved, curſed, and 
ſwore, but, was guilty of the moſt ſhock- 
ing and extravagant indecencies. I follow- 
ed him to his room, and venturing to ob- 
ſerve that his behaviour looked like mad- 
neſs, he became outrageous, reproached me 
with ſevere invectives, and curſed me with 
the moſt horrid imprecations. 


The Saturday after his laſt inceſtuous at- 
tempt upon my ſiſter, I went to chambers, 
and hecame home about ten o'clock, which 
was very unuſual, as he generally diſſipated 
till morning, with either Lady Strathmore, 
or Mrs. Parks. He declared himſelf much 
offended at finding me in chambers, defired 
I ſhould not in future be ſo frequently there, 
but ſtay in my lodging, and not come a- 
gain 
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gain, untill he called upon me, as he was 
going out of town. I remained, however, 
that night, but at ſix o'clock in the morn- 
ing, he awoke me, and inſiſt ed on my re- 
turning to my lodgings, as he expected com- 
pany to breakfaſt. I obeyed without ex- 
poſtulation ; but, being miſerable the whole 
day, about nine-o'clock in the evening, I 
walked into the Temple, and ſeeing a light 
in the rooms, went up ſtairs. When at the 
door, however, I became extremely faint, 
and though I had a key, yet dared not let 
myſelf in, ſo returned to Fetter: lane almoſt 
frantic. 


At about eleven o'clock, I came back to 
chambers, and ventured in. There was 


then no light, but from the diſorder of the 


rooms, and ſeveral empty bottles on the 
tables, it was clear that Captain Farrer had 
been entertaining ſome company at dinner; 
and a pair of cloggs, which lay un- 
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der the ſettee, convinced me, there had 
been one or more females of the party. 


The next morning at eight o'clock, I 
went again to the Temple and found Mr. 
Farrer in bed. He was much confuſed at 
having been thus palpably detected in a groſs 
falſhood ; but after taking ſome time for re- 
collection, meanly attempted to account for 
it by the invention of another. He told me, 
that the company he was engaged with into 
the country, had poſtponed their excurſion 
to a future day; and then looking on me, 
with rage, and hatred ſtrongly marked in 
his countenance, became extremely abuſive ; 
ſwore he would inſtantly put an end to my 
coming to chambers by ſending me into the 
country, where if I refuſed to live, I might 
chuſe my own place to ſtarve in, for unleſs 
I conſented to refide at the houſe he had 
been to look at in Kent, he would not ad- 
vance a ſhilling for my ſupport, 
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Such was the aſcen dency this man had 

gained over my mind, —ſuch was the effect 

of habitual ſubmiſſion to uſurped tyranny, 

that I dared not claim or vindicate the rights 
and privileges of a wife, but weakly and | 
implicitly ſubmitted to the deſpotic com- | 
mands of this unfeeling—this ungrateful 


_ . huſband. 


Accompanied by my f brother, 1 went the 
next day into Kent, and took the houſe 
which my huſband and Lady Strathmore 
had been looking at, by the name of Smith, 
which name he inſiſted I ſhould go by; and 
having received twenty pounds from him, 
I purchaſed ſome ſecond-hand furniture, and 
In the courſe of a week took poſſeſſion of 
miy dreary manſion. | 


The evening previous to my leaving 


London, Captain Farrer was remarkably in 
ſavage and ill-tempered, which, with the th 
oppreſſion of my mind, had ſuch influence an 
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on my nerves, that I could not aſſume courage 
to inform him of my wants, though what 
he had given me, was nearly exhauſted; 
indeed, I knew he was himſelf very poor 
at that time, and therefore ſet off the next 
morning in the ſtage with a heavy heart, 
diſtracted mind, and empty purſe, and after 
being a few days in Kent, found myſelf 
deſtitute of common neceſſaries. 


Is it poſſible that human nature could be 
reduced to deeper diſtreſs than I now expe- 
rienced? Repudiated by my huſband with- 
out cauſe! that huſband living in adultery 
with the wife of another man !---Secluded 
from the world and without means of ſup- 
port. From the feelings of this huſband 


Thad little to expect, they had been long 


callous to the ſolicitations of my miſeries ! 


However, I wrote him a letter, which be- 
ing dictated by ſorrow, was tender and pa- 


thetic---it deſcribed my ſituation, my wants 


and my fears---it implored his aſſiſtance, 
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and expreſſed my regret at my being forced 
to apply for relief even to him, whoſe duty 
it was to afford me ſupport. 


What was his anſwer? eruel, ungrateful 
man! In a ſtyle of apathy and contempt he 
informed me, he was going to Cheltenham 
with a friend, ſhould be gone about a month 
or ſix weeks, and if I could not wake ſoft 
till he returned, I muſt borrow. 


This anſwer diſtracted my heart; and 
muſt ſhock! every human creature who 
hears it.---A;- huſband ſays to his wife, 
I cannot ſpare from the expences of my 
vicious pleaſures, a portion to ſupply your 
actual wants---you. mult borrow,,'or if you 
cannot borrow you muſt Farve, or you muſt 
— T' he alternative is too groſs for ex- 
preſſion ·— yet there is no doubt but, Captain 
Farrer, would not have objected to any 
means, .hawever vicious or diſgraceful, by 
which 
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which he could havebeen ' relieved from 
my importunities. 


As it was impoſſible for me to comply 
with his "requeſt, as I could neither live 
upon the air, nor barter my virtue for 
bread, I went early next morning to town; 
but Captain Farrer was not at the Temple. 
In the evening, however, I met him, and 
aſter receiving from him the moſt illiberal 
and unmanly abuſe, he gave me a bill for 
twenty pounds, a cireumſtance which fur- 
ther evinced his cruel diſpoſition, as it pro- 
ved his anſwer was not the conſequence of 
abſolute neceſſity, notwithſtanding: his in- 
digent circumſtances. This money he gave 


me conditionally that I ſhould return to 


Kent the next morning. Where he procu- 
red money, I was then at a loſs to account 
for, but I have now reaſon to believe he 
was amply. paid for the dedication of his 
perſon and time to the ſervices of his Right 
n Miſtreſs. 
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It was then eleven o'clock at night, and 
J intended to remain in chambers, but he 
poſitively refuſed me that indulgence, and 
inſiſted I ſhould: ſeek for a lodging with 
ſome of my friends, as he expected com- 
pany in the morning to breakfaſt, I plead- 


ed the late hour, the ſcandal and danger of 
walking the ſtreets ſo late and alone, and 


the probability that L might not find a place 


to lie in; moſt of my friends being then 
out of town, and my ſiſter's houſe being 
full; on which he conſcnted, though with 


reluctance, I ſhould remain till ſix o'clock, 
By his permiſſion I then went to bed, as 


I had often done before, not as a wife, buy 


like a wreteh upon the ſufferance of cha» 
rity---and at the fixed hour jn the morning 
left the chambers, | 

His injunction to quit town, I was deter- 
mined, however, not to obey; ſo went to 
my ſiſter's, and, at about ten o'clock, called 
at the houſe of Mrs, Parks, where I was 
| We 
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informed, that from the morning I had le ft 
town, ſhe had gone out every day by eight 
o'clock, as ſhe had done that morning. 


now determined to convince my inhu- 
man buſband, that I was acquainted with 
his diſſipated life, and at ten in the evening 
went to his chambers, expecting I ſhould 
find either Mrs. Parks, or Lady Strathmore 
there, I liſtened for ſome time, and heard 
Mrs. Parks diſcourſi ing with the laundreſs : : 
I knocked repeatedly, but not being admit- 
ted, forced the door open, and found Mrs. 
Parks in the room. Such was the agitation 
of my ſpirits, on ſeeing this woman, that 


1 fainted, and Jr's as I recovered, Mr. Far- 
rer came in. 0 | 


A ſcene of triumph to my rival was the 


conſequence of my huſband's appearance 
the unmanly wretch ſtruck me violently and 


knocked me down---but his blows were not 
ſo cruel as his words---with barbarous ma- 
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lignity he uttered expreſſions of the bitter- 
eſt kind, damning, my ſham fits and croco- 
dile tears, (as he called them, Hand with the 
utmoſt tenderneſs he intreated his miſtreſs 
not to be diſtreſſed, for that my behaviour 
Was not worth her notice. At twelve 
| o'clock he went away with his ſtrumpet ; 
leaving his wife overwhelmed with miſery. 


Weak, and ſeverely injured from blows 
and ill uſage, I was unable to quit the 
_ chambers, ſp crawled to bed, tortured with 
pain of body and anxjety of ming. BL. 


At three in the morning Captain Farrer 
returned returned to repeat his ill uſage 
and increaſe my agonies. With horrid 
oaths he threatened to drag me out of bed, 
and horſewhip me through the Temple--- 
I feared the conſequences of provoking him 
to an execution of his threats, ſo aroſe, left 
the chambers, and went to my ſiſter's, from 
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4 after taking a few hours reſt, I pro- 
ceeded to the country. 


This cruel and undeſerved treatment was 
not new, L had repeatedly experienced the like 
from Captain Farrer. He had frequently 
threatened me with inſtant death, and had 
often ſeized his piſtols, which hung over the 
fire- place, and preſented them at me, ſwearing 
with horrid oaths, he would take my life. 
Heaven knows my anſwers to him were ſin- 
cere, my miſerable exiſtence was not worth 
ſoliciting for, and I told him from the 
bottom of my heart, I would willingly re- 
ſign it---that death was preferable to tor- 
ture, and that with my dying breath I would 
forgive him if he put his threats in execu- 
tion. 


On thoſe occaſions fear would arreſt his 
hands---and with daſtardly meanneſs, he 
would at one o'clock in the morning drive 


2 by force from my lodgings, when I muſt 
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In walked the ſtreets, liable to every 
groſs inſult, if an affectionate ſiſter had not 
afforded me an aſylum. Wet or cold never 


ſoftened his temper- he would thruſt me 


out to encounter the ſeyereſt inclemencies 
of winter nights.—neither could entreaties 
or tears affect him, for ſuch was the paſſion 
of this unſympathyſing monſter, that he was 
equally deaf to the dictates of  huwanity, 
and the force of reaſon, 


Nothing material occurred till the fol- 
lowing March, when! applied to my uncle, 
to enquire of Mr. Farrer, if he intended to 
make any proviſion for my ſupport. | The 
anſwer I received. was, that he intended to 
allow me fifty pounds a year, ta be paid 
half yearly, but not being convenient for 
him to advance the firſt inſtallment then, 
he would in a few days, pay it to my uncle, 
I therefore remained in towh at the houſe 
of Mrs. Ruſſell, a widow lady, whom. I had 
known ſome time, and there at : the begin- 

ning 
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ning of April I was taken ill, and confined 
for ſix weeks, under the care of Dr, Lett-' 


ſom. 


When my ſituation became ſerious, it 
was communicated to Mr. Farrer, who 
came one evening, about nine o'clock, and 
with a ſupercilious coolneſs, ſaid to Mrs. 
Ruſſell, that hearing my diſorder was dan- 
gerons he wiſhed to be informed what was 
the matter with me; ſhe told him, I was 
extremely ill, with a fever, and he accom- 
panied her up-ſtairs to the chamber where 


I lay. 


As I was very low, at that time, his ap- 
pearance deprived me of ſpeech---the recol - 
lection of his repeated ill treatments revi- 
ved- and melted by ſorrow, I burſt into 
tears. He remained about ten minutes in 
the room, but never ſpoke till his depar- 


ture, when he aſked me if I wanted any 


thing, and wiſhed me a good night, 
Mrs, 
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Mrs. Ruflell attended him down ſtairs, 
he went into the parlour with her, and re- 
mained there till twelve o'clock. I had 
ſent for Mrs. Ruflell to requeſt ſhe would 
extort from him his reaſons for uſing me 
ul. She attempted to execute my com- 
miſſion; but ſoon found ſhe had a cauſe 
of her own to defend, Mr. Farrer inſiſting 
he ſhould be permitted to remain ſderet⸗ 
ly with * all * tlie ed sold 
- To 5 who are acquainted with Mr. 
Farrer's character, this event will not appear 
extraordinary; but ſurely ſuch conduct 
muſt meet with reprobation from every 
perſon of humanity. Can nature produce 
ſuch another monſter? For the honour of 
mankingꝗ, it is to be hoped, that this inſtance 
of hard heartedneſs is unparalleled !-. How 
. profligate muſt that wretch be, who, while 
his wife languiſhed under pain and diſeaſe, 
could, in the very houſe with her, and to 
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her friend and protector make overtures of 
a ſenſual paſſion ? 


I am now to apologize to Lady Strathmore. 
—Her Ladyſhip may feel offended that I 
ſhould ſo long have made her a ſecondary 
character in this melancholy memoir. —Her 
Ladyſhip may be hurt, that I ſhould have 
neglected allowing her that precedence which 
her rank calls for, and her conduct merits, in 
the detail of my huſband's profligate connec- 
tions. Her Ladyſhip may feel her pride 


piqued, that, being the principal cauſe of 


my miſeries, ſhe has not been brought for- 
ward with carly and particular attention; 
but ſhe will recolle&, that tho' the firſt he- 
roine in the drama, ſhe had not a part in 
every ſcene, and was reſerved to {trengthen 
the cataſtrophe. 1 will now, however, 
introduce a few anecdotes, perhaps flatter- 
ing to her Ladyſhip's vanity as a woman of 
intrigue, though they would diſgrace a 
woman who pretended to whiat her Lady- 
ſhip 


this ſeems to diſregard—bonour and reputa- 


tion. 


| Long betone my ſeparation from Captain 
Farrer, Lady Strathmore frequently called 
on him at Chambers, a place where few 
modeſt women venture to viſit, even their 
lawyers or counſel, unleſs under the pro- 
tection of ſome male friend —a place where 
no woman, who regards delicacy, would 
| appear ſo late as the hours of ten or eleven 
at night. Yet, at ſuch a place, and at ſuch 
hours, Lady Strathmore often viſited 24 


tain Farrer. 


* 


It was her Ladyſhip s cuſtom alſo frequent- 
ly to call in her carriage and take him from 
Chambers. A wife's preſence would have 
damped the feſtivity, and marred the Joys 
of ſuch a party ; and there was a probability 
the might have intruded and ſpoiled the 
_ pleaſures of a ztte-0-ttte, 


On 


ta- 
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On thoſe occaſions it was uſual for Cap- 
tain Farrer to take his ſword or piſtols with 
him. The excuſe of this conduct was, that 
it was dangerous for her Ladyſhip to be 
abroad without ſome one to guard her, as 
ſhe was fearful Mr. Bowes, her huſband, 
would catry her off by force, which would 
be materially injutious to the intereſt of 


his brother, he ladyſhip's attorney. 


But if Lady Strathmore's apprehenſions 
were ſuch, was there not as much danger 
in her coming to the Temple unguarded as 
in going from it? Was not the protection 
of Captain Farrer as neceſſary to her ſafety 
in one caſe as in the other? On theſeocca- 
ſions, a woman, named Morgan, often at- 
tended, as I preſume, for the purpoſe of keep- 
ing up appearances. This tractable compani- 
on to her Ladyſhip the Captain defcribed to 
me as a perſon of faſhion; but I now find ſhe 
1s Lady Strathmore's convenient friend, pre- 
ferred from the kitchen, where ſhe offici- 

ated 
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ated as cook, to private confidence and a 
feat in the carriage. 


Thoſe a know 5 derathmaars? 8 
character, will no doubt be ſurpriſed that 
Captain Farrer ſhould form an attachment 
to her; but there was a golden proſpect in 
view which influenced him, and to the at- 
taming of which his marriage with me was 
the principal impediment. Lady Strath- 
more was, at this time, ſuing Mr. Bowes 
for a divorce ; and the gallant Captain had 
commenced a ſiege upon her heart, where, 
the garriſon being corrupt, he ſoon obtain- 
ed a ſurrender, and looked forward to the 
plunder of thoſe treaſures which would 
come into her poſſeſſion, the moment ſhe 
ſucceeded in her attempt of being divorced 
from her huſband, 


To the attaining of this great and deſired 
| end J was a material obſtacle ; to remove 
me, of courſe, was an object of conſe- 

quence. 
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quence. Though Captain Farrer's conduct 


might ſupport a ſuſpicion that he had a de- 


ſign on my life-yet I will not exhibit fo 
black a charge againſt him. I am convinced, 
from his ill uſage, that my death would have 
been a pleaſure, as well as a convenience to 
him ; and Iaceuſe him and his Coadjutors of 
conſpiring to rob me of my reputation, by 
a ſcheme as weak as it was wicked. 
My marriage with Captain Farrer was 
qiſintereſted from his family I could ob- 
fain no honour from his fortune no reſpec- 
table ſituation in -life---he had nothing to 
boaſt in poſſeſſion or expectancy-His fa- 
ther had been a bankrupt trader, and he had 
been born and educated in indigence and 
obſeutity-Vet this man, for ſome cauſe, 
I could never diſcover, (except an appre- 
henſion of offending his brother, an attor- 
ney, in Bread-Street-Hill,) had prevailed 
on me to keep my marriage ſecret, and from 


time to time induced me to continue under a 


myſterious cloud, & 
E The 
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The right of a wife, however, I am now 
determined to eſtabliſh, and if he dare, let 
him produce the fradulent inſtrument he ob- 
tained: from me in a public court; I wall 
meet it with the certificate and proof of 


my marriage. This article, which I have 


annexed; was witneſſed by Mr. Lacy, an 
attorney, and partner to Captain Farrer's 
brother ; ta circumſtance, from which 1 
have a right to conclude, that Captain Far | 
rer had acquainted his brother with our 
marriage, and that with his aſſent, and in- 
| deed under his advice, for the reaſons al- 


ready aſſigned, this article was drawn 


up. By this article I was to receive 
one hundred pounds- but what was I to 
give up! every claim a wife has on her 
huſband, and to baniſh myſelf one hundred 
miles from London, or forfeit one thouſand 
pounds---and for what purpoſe ? to enable 


my huſband to marry Lady Strathmore, 


on the contingency of her being divorced--- 


It was to ſatisfy Lady Strathmore' s delicacy 


1 3: and 


n 
and conſcience---and the ambition and avarice 
of the Farrers, that I was thus impoſed up- 
on to ſign this article in my maiden name— 
being told that the ſignature of my huſband's 
name would be //ega/.---But: the fraud by 
which it was obtained, is too palpable,—the 
wickedneſs and the folly too glaring to 
bear animadverſion---Captain Farrer had 
before agreed with my uncle to allow me 


- fifty, pounds annually, and now. impoſes 


upon the world that I had given up every 
claim to character: every right of ſupport 
from him, for one hundred pounds! But 
Captain Farrer will find he has deceived 
himſelf---he will be convinced to his ſhame 
and coſt that this article, upon the ſtrength 
of which he hopes to be freed from a law- 
ful wife, and-to throw her upon the world 
without ſupport, is not only voidable, but 
void; that the rights I acquired by mar- 
riage are unalienable, and that my claims 
upon him for maintenance, or for divorce, 

| TIS th as 
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as I may chuſe, are founded in the law of 
the land, and will be en "7 | 

But to return to Lady Strathmore—from 
whatever motive my husband became her 
Ladyſpip s protector, it is to her 1 muſt 
attribute the decreaſe and total loſs of his 
affections. Conſcious of this I cannot re- 
fleet on her conduct, without emotions of 
fefentment. To her a husband was no ob- 
ject—ſhe had no reliſh for connubial felicity. 
When women devlate from the paths of vir- 
tue. and launch into the indiſcriminate in- 
dulgence of vice, oy every rank fool goes 
66 down ; but as Lady Strathmore's at- 
tachments were not the reſult of love or the 
offspring of ſentiment, as the er and not 
the particular. individual, was the object of 
her paſfion, ſhe might have confined that 
| paſſion to fingle men; and though ſhe left 
her own husband, and brought diſcredit 
on her own family, the might have ſpared 
mine. With Mrs. Parks, it is true, he had 


1 __ pre- 
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a previous intimacy ; but I never ſuffered 
under abuſe, or b/ows, till he became the 
guardian of Lady Strathmore's perſon. - It 
is to Lady Strathmore, I owe total neglect. 


It is to Lady Strathmore, I owe ſeparation 
| from my husband. It was on his excurfion 


with Lady Strathmore to Tunbridge, that 
my husband reſolved on my bauiſhment; 
It was on his return with her from that 
excurſion, that he fixed on the place of my 
impriſonment. To break my heart was the 
great object the Hand of Lady Strathmore 
and her eftates, if fhe ſucceeded againſt her 
husband, were to be the rewards. | 


From my firſt acquaintance with this 


Right Honourable Dowager, I became a 


continual ſubject of invidious . comparifon. 
in his eyes J loft every attractive power. 
J had neither the beauty, the elegance, the 
good nature, nor the politeneſs of Lady Strath- 


more: but, thank heaven, I preſerved that 
which he could never call in queſtion. I 


pre- 


K. 


preſerved my loyalty to my husband, and 
this is an attribute not to be entered upon 
the catalogue of Lady 6 8 * 
fications. { 


Indeed, I am convinced, that notwith- 
ſtanding Captain Farrer's regard for Mrs. 
Parks, he would never have parted from 
me, if it had not been for Lady Strathmore 
by the one he was duped by the other he 
was faſcinated. Time and experience 
would have weaned him from Mrs. Parks, 
but Lady Strathmore held forth fortune and 
equi page to ſtimulate his pride, and flatter 
his vanity. While connected with Mrs. 
Parks, he at leaſt kept up the appearance 
of regard to me; her he viſited occaſionally, 
but Lady \ Strathmore monopolized him, 
and my endeavours to reclaim him, from 
his firſt connection, I do ſincerely believe 
would have ſucceeded, if his ſecond had 
not ſo contaminated him with vice, as to 
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eradicate every generous ſentiment from his 


heart. Mrs. Parks did not entirely deprive! 
me of my husband's company---but after 
Captain Farrer became protector to Lady 
Strathmore, I can ſafely ſay, my ſtate was 
that of widowhood; for in no reſpect what- 
ever, did Captain Farrer conduct himſelf to 
me as a husband. 


Lady Strathmore, however, has not been 
without her diſappointment. Her Knight- 
errant has become recreant 


when his 
courage was put to the teſt, he forgot the. 
object of his gallantry, he loſt ſight of his 
ambition, he fled at the appearance of her 
husband, and though he had the law to 
ſupport him, and arms in his hands, ſur- 
rendered his fair and virtuous charge to Mr. 
Bowes, and applied for redreſs to magiſ- 
tracy.” a. | 


Even 
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Even I, felt for the contemptible ſitua» 
tion into which this diſgrace plunged him 


notwithſtanding his cruelty, his ungenero- 


fity---and falſhoods---he was my husband; 
and I was ſorry for his diſgrace, meanneſs, 
| * PIN: 


0 


I cannot conclude my narrative without 


wiſhing that Captain Farrer would enter in- 
to a vindication of his conduct towards me; 
and I call upon him to ſtate, if he had any 
honeſt and defenſible motives for his i ingra- 
titude, and a behaviour. | 


: My reaſons for thus obtruding my pri- 


vate grievances on the public attention are 
founded on /elf preſervation, the univerſal 
Principle of human nature; my character 
and exiſtence are at ſtake, I am informed 

that 
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that Lady Strathmore will certainly ſucceed 
mherlaw ſuits depending between her and 
her huſband, and that ſhe will alſo obtain a 
divorce- in the Eccleſiaſtical Courts. I am 
convinced that Captain Farrer looks for- 
ward to that event with anxious hope, and 
ſtedfaſt reliance that he will obtain her 
Ladyſhip in marriage—and if that ſhould 
be the conſequence, what is to become of 
me—without money, without friends! To 
prevent this union, is a duty I owe to Hea- 
yen and to myſelf; and, therefore I ſtand 
forward thus early, and thus publicly, ta 


forbid the unhallowed banns. I know there 1s 


a legal puniſhment for ſuch tranſgreſſions ; 
but what ſatis faction would it be to me to 
proſecute this profligate huſband, ſhould 
he dare violate the Laws of God and Man, 
by committing the perjury and falſhood of 
a ſecond marriage during my life? My re- 
putation and my conſcience, therefore, call 
upon me to prevent the perpetration of ſuch 
a crime; and though he may curſe me now 
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in the bitterneſs of ſhame and diſappoint- 


ment, yet the hour will come when he will 
bleſs, and conſider me his Guardian Angel, 


for thus interfering between him and per- 
dition, | 


M. F—, 
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INSTRUMENT referred to in Page 50. 
THJS INDENTURE made the 
Firſt Day of November, in the Twenty- 
eighth Year of the Reign of our Sovereign 
Lord George the Third, by the Grace of 
God, of Great Britain, France and Ireland, 
King, Defender of the Faith, and ſo forth, 
and in the Year of our Lord One thouſand, 
Seven hundred and Eighty-ſeven, BzeTwEEN 
Henry Farrer, of the Inner Temple, Lon» 
don, of the one Part, and Mary Goldſmith, 
of Swallow Street, in the County of Mid- 
dleſex, of the other Part. Mhereas the ſaid 
Henry Farrer and Mary Goldſmith have for 
ſome Time lived and cohabited together, 
and ſhe hath at different Times, and upon 
different Occaſions, aſſumed and taken up- 
on herſelf the ſeveral Names of Goldſmith, 
Farrer and Smith. And Whereas the ſaid 
Henry Farrer and Mary Goldſmith have for 
divers good and | weighty Reaſons and 
Cauſes, each of them thereunto eſpecially 
moving, agreed to live Separate and Apart 
| F 2 from 
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from each othet, and thereupon the aid 
Henry Farrer, and in order, and for the pur- 
poſe of enabling the ſaid Mary Goldſmith 
to place herſelf in a ſituation in the World 
whereby ſhe may obtain. a Livelihood, hath 
agreed to advance and pay her the Sum of 
One Hundred Pounds, upon the ſaid Mary 
Goldſmith's executing to the ſaid Henry 
Farrer a General Releaſe, and entering into 
the ſeveral Covenants and Agreements here- 
in after expreſſed, Now therefore rbis In⸗ 
denture Mitneſſeth, That the ſaid Mary 
Goldſmith, for and in conſideration of the 
Sum of One Hundred Pounds of Lawful 
Money of Great Britain, to her in Hand 
well and truly paid by the ſaid Henry Far- 
rer, at,or before the ſcaling and delivering 
hereof, the Receipt -whercof is hereby ac- 
knowledged, and thereof and of and fromthe 
fame doth acquit,- releaſe, and diſcharge the 
faid Henry Farrer by theſe preſents, and 
for divers other good Cauſes and Conſider- 


ations her thereunto moving, hath remiſ- 
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ed, releaſed, and for ever quit claimed, and 
by theſe preſents doth remiſe, releaſe, and 
for ever quit claim, fully and abſolutely un- 
to the ſaid Henry Farrer, his Heirs, Exe- 
cutors, and Adminiſtrators, all and all 
Manner of Action and Actions, Suit and 
Suits, Allowances, Annuities, Debts, Ac- 
counts, Reckonings, Claims, and De- 
mands whatſoever, or of what Nature or 
Kind ſoever, which ſhe, the ſaid Mary 


Goldſmith, now have or hath, upon or 


againſt the ſaid Henry Farrer, from the 
beginning of the World to the Day next 
before the Date of theſe Preſents. AND 
for the Conſiderations aforeſaid, the, the 
ſaid Mary Goldſmith, Doth hereby for 
herſelf, her Executors and Adminiſtrators, 
Covenant, Promiſe and Agree to and with 
the ſaid Henry Farrer, his Executors, Ad- 
miniſtrators and Aſſigns, that ſhe, the ſaid 
Mary Goldſmith, ſhall not, nor will at 
any Time hereafter, apply to, or make 


any Claim, or Demand of Money or 


other 
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other Thing of, from or upon him, the 
ſaid Henry Farrer, or any other perſon 
on his Account, for the Support, Mainte- 
nance or Cloathing, of. her the ſaid Mary 
Goldſmith, or for any other Purpoſe what- 
ſoever, but on the contrary, that ſhe the 
ſaid Mary: Goldſmith ſhall and will, for 
ever hereafter, maintain, and wholly pro- 
vide for herſelf, in every reſpect, both in 
ſickneſs and in health, andin no wiſe make, 
or cauſe to be made, any application to him 
the ſaid Henry Farrer, or his Friends, for 
any Sum of Money, or Allowance for that 
Purpoſe, or otherwiſe attempt to become 
chargeable, or a Burden to him the ſaid 
Henry Farrer. AND ALSO, that the ſaid 
Mary Goldſmith, ſhall not, nor will, at 
any Time hereafter, diſturb or moleſt the 
ſaid Henry Farrer, or aſſume, or take upon 
her the Name of Farrer, or contract any 
Debt or Debts in that Name, with a View 
or in order to make him the ſaid Henry Far- 
rer, liable to the Payment thereof, or with, 


or 
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or for any other View or Intereſt whatſo- 
ever, but ſhall and will pay and diſcharge 
herſelf all ſuch Debt or Debts, as ſhe hath, 
or ſhall, or may hereafter contract. And alſo 
that ſhe the ſaid Mary Goldſmith ſhall not, 
nor will at any Time hereafter, live within 
One Hundred Miles of the City of London, 
AND the ſaid Henry Farrer doth hereby for 


himſelf, his Executors and Adminiſtrators, 


covenant, promiſe and agree, to and with 
the ſaid Mary Goldſmith, her Executors, 
Adminiſtrators, and Aſſigns, That it ſhall 
and may be lawful to and for the ſaid Mary 
Goldſmith, at all times hereafter, to live, 
reſide, and be, and in ſuch place and places, 
and in ſuch Family or Families, and with 
ſuch Relations, Friends, and other Per- 
ſons, as ſhe the ſaid Mary Goldſmith ſhall 
think fit and proper, ſo as the ſame be at 
the diſtance of One Hundred Miles from 
London, and that he the ſaid Henry Farrer 
ſhould not, nor will at any time hereafter, 
ſue, moleſt, diſturb, or trouble her, the 
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ſaid Mary Goldſmith, nor viſit her, or 
knowingly come into any houſe, or place 
where ſhe ſhould or may dwell, reſide, or be. 
AND ALSO, that the ſaid Henry Farrer 
ſhall not, nor will not, at any Tune or Times 
hereafter, claim or demand any of the 
Eſtate, Effects, or Things, which ſhe, the 
ſaid Mary Goldſmith, hath, or which ſhe 
is poſſeſſed of, or which ſhall be given to 
her, or ſhe ſhall otherwiſe acquire. AND 
for the due Performance of the ſeveral 
Covenants and Agreements aforeſaid, by 
and on the Part of the ſaid Mary Gold- 
ſmith, to be fulfilled and performed, ſhe, 
the ſaid Mary Goldſmith, doth hereby bind 
herſelf, her Heirs, Executors, and Admini- 
ſtrators unto the ſaid Henry Farrer, his 
Executors, Adminiſtrators, and Aſſigns, 
in the penal Sum of One Thouſand Pounds 
of lawful Money of Great Britain. AND 
for the like due Performance of the ſeveral 
Covenants and Agreements aforeſaid, by and 
and on the part of the Henry Farrer, to be ful- 
„ tilled 
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filled and performed, he, the ſaid Henry Far- 
rer, doth hereby bind himſelf his Heirs, Exe- 
cutors and Adminiſtrators, unto the ſaid Ma- 
ry Goldſmith, her Executors, Adminiſtrators 


and Aſſigns, in the penal Sum of One Thou- 
ſand Pounds of like lawful Money. 


Jn witneſs whereof the ſaid Parties to 
theſe Preſents have hereunto ſet their Hands 
and Seals, the Day and Year Firſt above 
written. 


(Signed) 
7 

(being firſt duly $ : 
Stampt)in thePre- (Signed) 
ſence of J Mak GOLDSMITH. 

(Signed) 

SamvEL FLETCHER, Fleet-ſtreet, 
(Signed) 


TrHoMaAs Lacy. 
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Received the Day and Vear firſt above 


written, of and from the above- 


mentioned Henry Farrer, the full 
Sum of One Hundred Pounds, be- 
ing the Conſideration Money a- 
bove mentioned, to be paid by him 


to me, -I ſay received by me, 


Mary GoLDsMITH. | 


HEY eg, 
Wir xESss, ü 
(Signed) Vet 
SAMUEL THATCHER, 


(Signed) 
Tromas Lacy, 


